+. tranſgreſſion, Gal. 3.19. 
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To allſuch as obſerve the Seventh-day of the Week for 


A SAB 


11, 8 + ER 
FRIENDS-S, 


TN trueloveto your ſouls, and in the fear of theLord] have'a | 
few things to lay before you, that the fimplicicy in you may 
not be deceived, and yee err from the way of life, whie yee 
may be eagerly prongs horom preſſing towards it: For not- 
withſtanding that, 1f with the wrong eye yee be ſearching into 
Scripture, ye muſt needs miſ-read, mif-underſtand, and mi 
practice ; and fo thereby willſtilFþe running further and further 
trom God, even while yee think yee are drawing nigher towards 
him, Be” perſwaded therefore ſeriouſly to confider (out of the 
wiſdome from which God hides, in che Babilh ſimpkcity of-his 
begetting, where the true life ſprings) theſe few things following. 
1. That the whole Law of 9 fo (the ten words, as well.as the 
ir.zitutions about ſacrifices and worſhip) was added becauſe” of 


” 2. That the whole Law(theten words, as well as the ſacrifices) 
were repreſentations, figures or ſhadows of ſomewhat —_— to 
Chriſtche ſeed, ſubſervient eo the promite not making pertect, 
| but pointing to, and making way for the bringing in of the 
| betrec hope, Gal. 3. 21. Heb. 7.19. The Lawof Commandements, 
or the ten words did nomore make perfet, than the other ſha- 
dows or ſacrifices did, but with chem made way for the better 
[, hope, towards which they were to lead their Schollar or Diſct- 
. pleas a Schcol-maſter. | | 
© 3. That the wholediſpenſation of the Law was given tothe Jews, 
| = not to the Genti/es, Kom. g. 4. and ſo not any thing there 
* written bindeth the Gentiles (as there written) but onely the Jews. 
* God had another way of making his mind known to the Gen- 
et, Rom. 1.19. and 2.15. accordinng to which he would judge 
them, ver, 12. and not by the Law written, which was given to 
the Jews, which ſpake not to the Gentiles, but to the Zens who 
; were under it, Rom. 3.19. ; 
| 4- That the duration of this diſpenſation of Moſes Law in 
| the Letter, was till Chriſt, the ſeed ſhould come and filfillic, Gal, 
-3- 19. and ver. 24, 25, Moſes his family with all the Laws thereof, 
were to'prepare for Chriſt the ſeed, and to give way to him 
when he came ; For when that diſpenſation which was figured 
out, 15 come ; then that diipenſation which did figure it our, is 
at an end, Heb, 3.5,6, Chriſt came to do the wiil, to keep and | 
Fulfill che whole Law, and fo to put an end to that diſpentation 
of it, Pſal. 409. Rom. 10. 4. And he taketh away the firſt Admi- 
*niſtration. of the Law, which was inthe letter, that he mighr 
eſtabliſh che ſecond, which is in the Spirit, Heb. 10.9. 2 Cor. 
3-4 =. ES CTY Ret 

his then is the truth, as it is in Feſus concerning this thing, 
That Crit comming in the fleſh, and fulfilling all the righteou(- 
neſſe (as well of che ren Commandements, as of the ſacrifices) 

Ks an end to that diſpenſation wholly ; So that henceforth 

h Jews and Gentiles are to come to him, to hear his voice, 
this is my beloved Son, kear him. And Moſes foretold, that when 
that Prophet came, he was to be heard inall things; whoſe whole 
Miniſtration was but to figure out what the Son was aſterwards 
to fulfill in ſpirit, Heb. 3.5. Who would be faithFull to give forth 
the entire law and ſubſtance of life to his houſe or family of be- 
lievers,as Moſes was faithful to give theentire ſhadow to bis Houſe or 
Family of that Nation of the Fews, ver. 6, So that here, in the 
Golſpell,Chriſt being come,the new Covenant and Law in the Spirit 
takes place,and not the old Covenant or Law in the letter. And this 
Law 1s more inward, more full, more cloſe, more ſpirituall, 
- and more laſting, then the miniftration of Moſes Law to them of 
old time was, Gal. 3. 25. &, Anditis the miniftration of this 
Law of the Spirit which is not to paſſe away from the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, uncill all be fulfilled ; but is to remain a Sword a= | 
gainſt every luſt and deſire of the fleſh in them, untill they all 
with the very root of them bethereby cut down, Mat. 3. 12. Heb. 


. 4.12, Mat.5.17,18. 
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Queſt. But what weretke ten Commandemens a figure or ſhadow of ? 


Hl 


E..LOR D. 


Anſw. The Tables of ſtone were a repreſentation or figure |, 


of the flefhly Tables of. the- heart, wherein the new Law of the 


Covenant of life 1s written. 
- The writing of the Law of Commandements in the Tables 
.of ftone, way a figure of the writing of this new Law by the 


Ainger of "Gods: Spirit in the heart. The outward writing 1 


the outward Tables, was a figure of the inward writing in the 
inward Tables. ; : 

The Law it ſelf of Commandements, which was written 18 
thoſe Tables, was a figure of the Law of life which is to be writ- 
ten in theſe Tables. 

And this Law thus received, thus written, is eafily fulfilled, 
whereas the Law in the letter, becauſe of the weaknefſe of the fleli 
was very hard to be fulfilled, and generally proved an hand- 
writing of Ordinances againft the Zews : For fe that was guilty 
of one, was guilty of all, and ſo upon/ every tranſgretl 
had the force and ftrength of the whole Law againſt him. 
f.nd whoſoever now runs back to the Law in theletter, totake 
up any command as held forth in it, and ſo making himſelf 
a debter thereto, will be found a breaker thereof in Spirit, e- 
ven one that hath more Gods then the Lord, a maker of Images 
or-likneſſes of things in heaven, or things in earth, if not of 
both, a taker of the Name in vain, a prophaner of the Sabbath, 
&\. For he that hath nor received the Law of the Spirit of life 
in Chriſt Jeſus, knoweth not the Lord of life to be the onely 
rrue God, but maketh Images in his mind, and taketh his Name 
1n Yai, not feeling the living power thereof, nor can keep bis 
Sabbath (ceaſing from fin, forbearing his own works, his own 
willing and running, and entring into the reft of the Goſpel!) 
for there is 'but one day of reſt holy -to-the Lord ; all-the Sab> 
baths of the Law were Gn fignes of it, having but afignificative 
or repreſentative hoiyno2; but the day of redemprion which 
the Lord hath made, Pſal. 118. 24, (in which- his reuccics © 
Joyce, and reſt to him) that hath the true holynefſe. This 
was it which came by Chriſt, the other came by Moſes, 7cb. 1. 17. 
Moſes his family or children were to keep that day{tlat was the 
day forthe fervants, who were to be exerciſed under the ſhadows) 
but the believers are to keep chis Cay in the Spitit, ro enter ints 
this reſt by the faith, Peb.4. And to worſt ip the Father in it, 
in the Spirit, and in the trith, on the Mountain of his holy- 
neſle, 3, 4.23. Wheteof the other Mountain, Tempie, Wor- 
ſhip, and day Was but a ſhadow. 

ow the ſum or ſubſtance of this Law of the Spirit, may out- 
wardly be fignifhed in divers ſhort words, as Love, that COMPre- | 
hends the whole of it, ſo doth fear; there is the whole wiſdom 
and courſe of the lite comprehended alfo : or thus, Thou ftalt 
not It, (chus it was adminifired to Pay, Rom. 7.) or thou (alt 
heep the Sabbath, or believe in the light, fo.ow the light. The 
ovierving of any one of theſe in the Spirit, is the keeping of 
the Law; for every breach of the Law is out of che love, 
out of the fear, a luſt of the felhly Spirit, a tranſgiefſion of 
the Sabbath, or ſpirituall reſt to God, out of the light, and 
cut of the faich, But if ye will read this in the Spirit, and 
come to the true righteouſneſſe of the faith, which ts received 
in the obedience of faith, to che Law of the Spirit, ye muſt come 
to the word of faith, to which Pay/dire&ts, Rom. 10.6. by the 
hearing whereof is the juſtification, and not by a bare believing 
that Chriſts blood was ſhed: for it is the vertue of the blood 
which faves, which vertue is in the living word, and is felt and re- 
ceived in hearing, believing, and obeying that word, thereby 
bringing into unity and conformity with him both in his death, 
and 1n hisreſurre&1on and life. This is the onely way to life, 


ow 


be not deceived : there is not, nor ever was any other. O wait 


on the Lord in his fear, that ic may beopened to you, and that 
flain in you which cannot bear the ſtraitnefle thereof, and with 
which there is noentring, 

From a Friend toyour eternal peace, Iſaac Pennington the younger. 


